IMPROVING WRITING SKILLS
· Organize, organize, organize.  Pretend that you’re taking someone on a tour.  What does the reader need to know FIRST?  Second?  Third?

· Edit, edit, edit.  Of course it looks good to you – but you’re not the audience!  You should spend two or three times as long editing as in the writing.  Study your paragraphs in depth.  Read them out loud.  Are they grammatical?  Do they make sense?  Can they stand on their own?

· Academic papers must earn respect.  Using slang, giving personal opinions, interpreting events as factual without documentation – all these reduce reader confidence in your work.

· The best way to learn how to write well is to write and get criticism.  The second best way is to read a lot of good writing.  The third best way is to take a series of writing courses (not just one) in an English department, either at a 2- or 4-year college.  No, none of these is “fun,” but it’s unthinkable to leave a university and enter adulthood without learning how to write well.  People – meaning bosses – will judge you on your written expression.  If it’s not up to par, your career will suffer greatly.
· How to get started?  First, subscribe to The New Yorker magazine and read every issue cover to cover.  It has lots of interesting articles, but also make it a point to read those you don’t find interesting.  Do it religiously and you will absorb valuable lessons in grammar, sentence structure and exposition.  (Sure, there are other magazines, but The New Yorker is consistently written at college level.  Incidentally, so is the New York Times.  Read it every day and within weeks your writing will improve.)

· Secondly, sign up for a writing class either at CSUF or a junior college.  A course in composition would be perfect.  Do it for YOU. 

· Third, skip the T.V.  That’s kid stuff.  Go to the library and ask a reference librarian to recommend a quality non-fiction title.  When you’re done with it, get another.   

· For more tips and help on your essays:

· Visit the CSUF Writing Center, Pollak Library North, second floor, online at http://www.fullerton.edu/ulc/default.asp.  Hours are M–Thursday 9 – 7, Friday 9–noon. 
· Submit your completed essay to a CSUF writing tutor online at http://www.fullerton.edu/ulc/OnlineTutoring.asp.  They will get back to you with suggestions.

