ENFORCEMENT FUNCTION – SPRING 2012 PANEL TOPICS
To help panels get started a recent Police Issues link is provided.  To find more information:

1.  Search through news clips in Police Issues
2.  Find related posts in Police Issues.  Pay special attention to the “related” and “updates” links at the bottom of each post.  Don’t forget to use the search box on the top right. 

3.  Search the NIJ, NCJRS and PERF websites for related documents and reports
4.  Search websites of major newspapers (e.g., Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Chicago Tribune, Philadelphia Inquirer, Miami Herald, USA Today, Washington Post, etc.)

5.  Search local newspaper websites.  Find local newspapers by typing the city name and “newspaper” on a search engine.
6.  Conduct a general web search  
Panel 1:  Prosecutorial misconduct
01/11/12 An eyewitness to a home invasion testified that Juan Smith shot and killed the victim. Based on that alone Smith was convicted of murder. But prosecutors had withheld statements by the witness that he wouldn’t be able to ID the shooter.  The Supreme Court ruled this a Brady violation and overturned the conviction. Related post
Panel 2:  Mistaken arrests
01/10/12 During the past seven years identification blunders have landed 500 Denver residents in jail on warrants meant for someone else.  Many were mistakenly held for weeks, with some pleading guilty to minor infractions just to get released.  Similar problems are said to beset agencies around the U.S. (For a Los Angeles example click here.) 

Panel 3:  Wrongful conviction
11/04/11 A Chicago judge vacated the convictions and released three men imprisoned since their teens for a 1991 rape and murder after DNA tests implicated a convicted rapist for the crime. Two others convicted along with them have already done their time; petitions to exonerate them have been filed.  Related post
Panel 4:  Problems at Las Vegas P.D. 

11/30/11 In Part III of a series, the Las Vegas Review-Journal criticizes agency training and practices with fostering a culture that encourages LVPD officers to “come on strong” and aggressively resolve situations. That can lead to the use of force, including lethal force in situations that could have been peacefully resolved had more time been taken.

Panel 5:  California’s shift of prisoners to the counties
11/21/11 In response to California’s shift of “nonviolent” inmates to the counties, Los Angeles D.A. Steve Cooley has instructed his staff to try to make their cases meet the “serious, violent or sexual” criteria that require prison time. Meanwhile a RAND report cautions about giving counties with limited social services the new workload. Related post
Panel 6:  Problems at Miami P.D.
11/17/11 DOJ announced a “patterns and practices” probe into the deaths of seven black men shot and killed by Miami officers in 2010 and 2011. It will look into training, leadership and procedures. Criminal culpability is being investigated by local prosecutors. Miami’s new chief is also conducting a “top to bottom” review of the department.

Panel 7:  Problems at Spokane P.D.
11/16/11 In 2008 a schizophrenic man died after he was Tasered, hit with a baton and hog-tied by Spokane officers who mistook him for a robber.  A Federal jury just convicted one cop of civil rights violations. Evidence of a major police coverup has led the city’s mayor to ask DOJ to conduct a patterns and practices inquiry of the department.

Panel 8:  California’s confused situation over medical marijuana
11/11/11 A California appeals court ruled that a state law that authorizes and regulates medical marijuana does not prevent cities and counties from banning them. About 168 cities and 17 counties prohibit dispensaries, while about 40 cities and 10 counties allow them.  Eighty and ten respectively have placed them on hold.   Related post
Panel 9:  Crime problems in New Orleans
11/08/11 Felony arrests in New Orleans were up slightly in the first half of 2011 while arrests for misdemeanors declined.  That reflects an effort to concentrate on serious crime, police say. But felony convictions dropped sharply.  Prosecutors are only winning 52 percent of jury cases and 56 percent of those tried in front of a judge. 

Panel 10:  Crime problems in Detroit
11/08/11 During the third quarter of 2011 there were 97 murders in Detroit, nearly one-third more than for the same period last year.  Meanwhile other kinds of crime show decreases.  Police Chief Ralph Goodbee attributes the carnage to the abundance of firearms in the city.  Three-part series in the Detroit Free Press
Panel 11:  The Penn State scandal 
11/07/11 Pennsylvania authorities criticized Penn State officials, including coach John Paterno, for not telling police that prominent football assistant Jerry Sandusky was seen sexually abusing young boys. Sandusky has been arrested on multiple counts of sexual abuse, and two Penn State officials have been charged with lying about it to a grand jury.  

